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The New Birth (Born from Above)

What being “born again” is not


A. The new birth is NOT baptism

1. John 3:5 – “born of water” – the context of this verse, especially John 3:6, shows that being “born of water” refers to the physical birth.

2. Titus 3:5 – “washing of regeneration” – Revelation 1:5 defines this washing – we are washed by the blood of Christ.

B. The new birth is NOT reformation

How often do people “turn over a new leaf”?  Getting rid of a bad habit is always a good thing – but it is NOT the new birth.  Nicodemus had religion and a position of authority – but that wasn’t enough.  John 3:1,7

C. The new birth is NOT some religious experience

Simon Magus had an experience, but that wasn’t enough.  Acts 8:9,13,18-22

What being “born again” really is


A. The new birth is the work of God

1.  Ephesians 2:1 – “You hath   _ _   quickened”


2.  Ephesians 2:10 – “We are   _ _ _ workmanship.”

B. The new birth is accomplished through the Word of God

1 Peter 1:23 – “Born again by the _ _ _ _  of  _ _ _.”

C. The new birth is the imparting of a new nature

2 Peter 1:4 – We are made partakers of the _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _.

D. The new birth is the ONLY means of entering God’s family

John 1:12-13 – “Born…not of Blood – i.e. of human lineage.



Nor of the will of the Flesh – i.e. through works, reformation, etc…



Nor of the will of Man – i.e. through priest, pope, or pastor!










…but of God!!!”

How a man is “born again”

As with our physical birth, there are three requirements for a spiritual birth:


A WOMB

--the human heart


A SEED

--the Word of God


A CONCEPTION
--the work of the Holy Spirit, bringing life.

While this miracle is entirely the work of God, it cannot take place except a man actually receives Christ. 

THERE IS A…


HUMAN SIDE







DIVINE SIDE

1 John 5:1, John 1:12






James 1:18, John 3:8


  Look at

John 1:12-13


  OUR PART







 GOD’S PART

       “But as many as received Him…





        …to them gave He power to










             become the sons of God…


…even to them that 








believe on His name…





             …which were born…

…not of blood, nor of

the will of the flesh,

nor of the will of man,


         but…






    …of God”

